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that rely on manual data acquisition and processing techniques [9] .
growth rate studies [9] . The growth cell was made from stainless steel and based upon a previous growth cell design [11] , except that in this in- 
with R being the measured growth rate and k an empirically derived constant.
The exponential term n, the power dependence of the growth rate on the supersaturation ratio, is obtained from a log-log plot and is believed to be an indicator of the relevant growth mechanism (for example, refs. [13] [14] [15] ).
The (110) growth rate data of Fig. la are replotted in Fig. 2 The effect of increasing salt concentration was similar to that for decreased temperature. Fig. 4a shows (110) growth rate data obtained at 22°C using 3%, 5%, and 7% NaCI concentrations.
Again, a linear concentration axis shows the expected effects of decreased solubilities on the growth rate at a fixed protein concentration.
However, as shown in Fig. 4b , there is again a progressive shift in the curves to the right with Supersaturation, C/Csot Fig. 5 . Asymmetry in the (110) Fig. 3 , the x-axis on panel (b) has been truncated to emphasize the low supersaturation data.
Legend; 7% (x), 5% (z_), and 3% (o) NaCI.
Discussion
In previous work we have proposed that the growth of tetragonal lysozyme crystals proceeds by addition of (unit cell-sized) ordered aggregates which are pre-formed in the bulk solution [16] .
Evidence for this comes from the high supersaturations required for any appreciable growth rates (refs. [1, 3, 6, 7, 12] and this work), the unit cell sized growth steps found on the lysozyme crystal faces [1] , and the large degree of aggregation which has been observed, even below the saturation concentration, by light scattering intensity and dialysis kinetics measurements [16, 17] 
